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welcome
Fiction, politics, geology, poetry, biography and lots of workshops to get involved
with – Beverley Literature Festival, organised by East Riding Libraries, once again
brings you the best in writing, whatever the subject.  

This year we’ve expanded our Children’s Literature Festival to give young readers
in the East Riding a fun-packed weekend of performances, readings, workshops
and story-telling of all kinds – all based in that treasure house of literature,
Beverley Library. We’re keener than ever to show that libraries are at the centre 
of our literary and cultural life in the East Riding.

We’re also getting words off the page for adults, with two performances: one
involving a story from Tristram Shandy set to the exquisite period music of
Heinrich Abel; and the other a fantastic story-telling performance of Frankenstein.
Our emphasis on performance extends into our programme of creative
workshops, with script-writing, and a directing master-class from Chris Monks
(artistic director at the Stephen Joseph Theatre), joining other workshops on
fiction and life-writing! 

As official partners in the Larkin25 celebrations, we’re delighted to be running
two readers’ groups looking at Larkin’s poetry, and organising the new Larkin and
East Riding Poetry Competition, which has total prize money of £2000, half of
which has been generously donated by the Philip Larkin Society, the other half
coming from us – so get writing.

We hope you enjoy our programme. And remember, books are great value 
(free from your library) – and the best of them, priceless.  

John W. Clarke
Festival Director

www.bevlit.org
Booking line: (01482) 392699

Beverley Literature Festival is part of the East Riding Library Service’s literature development work through
the organisation Wordquake. Wordquake receives regular funding from Art Council England and ERYC.

Buy your festival books
at www.blackwell.co.uk
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festival diary
DATE EVENT VENUE PAGE

Daniel Bye: Creative Writing A 1
Launch B 1
Louis de Bernières B 1
Frankenstein B 2

Chris Monks Directing Workshop A 2
Chris Monks In Conversation A 2
William Philpott 
Bloody Victory: The Battle of the Somme B 3
Jim Crace B 3

Don Paterson A 4
Mr Abels Fine Airs 
- Mr Sterne's Fine Writings A 4
David Nobbs A 5

Make Your Own Book! A 5

Larkin Readers’ Group The Less Deceived A 5

Ray French: Life-writing workshop A 6

Robert Edric Fiction Workshop A 6
Adrian Tinniswood The Pirates of Barbary B 7
Roy Hattersley David Lloyd George B 7

Larkin Readers’ Group The Whitsun Weddings A 7
Michèle Roberts Fiction Workshop A 8
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Jackie Kay B 8
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DATE EVENT VENUE PAGE

Arleen Ingham B 9
Jill McGivering B 9
Diana Souhami Edith Cavell B 9
Polly Toynbee & David Walker
The Verdict: Did Labour Change Britain B 10

Tom Palmer The Football Reading Game  A c2
Kate Boddy Fairytale Drama Workshop A c2
Deborah Allwright Stories & Drawing A c2
Lauren St John Meet the Author A c3
Steve Hartley Danny Baker Record Breaker A c3
Puppet Show Peter and The Wolf A c3

Ben Shephard and Matthew Kelly Aftermaths of War A 10
Rachel Hewitt Map of a Nation A 11
Richard Fortey The Hidden Landscape A 11

Helen Stephens Illustration Workshop A c4
Maria Pavledis Art Workshops A c4
Ceci Jenkinson Become a Spy! A c5
Gillian Rogerson You Can’t Eat a Princess A c5
Puppet Show Shadow Tails A c5
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10

iv
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programme
Friday 1 October

Daniel Bye
Introduction to Scriptwriting
Education Room, Treasure House 10am–4pm £10

Cover all the basic elements of dramatic writing– creating character, generating
story, handling dialogue, provoking dramatic action and structuring plot – with
acclaimed playwright and theatre director Daniel Bye. Focusing mainly on the
theatre, but with lessons that cut across all the dramatic media, you’ll amaze
yourself with what you can create in a day. The Times has described Daniel’s work
as part of the future of British theatre.

Launch Event
Toll Gavel Methodist Church   6.30pm FREE

Celebrate the launch of the Beverley Literature Festival in fine style – with tea,
biscuits and healthy dose of chat about up-coming events.

Louis de Bernières 
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 7pm £5

A Frenchman once pointed out to Louis de Bernières that Britain was the most
exotic country in Europe, adding that it was an ‘immense lunatic
asylum’. Casting his mind back to the village in Surrey where he
grew up in the ‘60s and ‘70s, but plagued with the novelists
inability to stick to the truth, Louis de Bernières’ new collection
of interweaving stories, Notwhithstanding, brings us tales of a
vanished England. A timely examination of the charming, and at times,

heart-wrenchingly sad aspects of village life. . . a testament to the rude health of the author’s
own imagination–The Times.
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Ben Haggarty and Sianed Jones
Frankenstein
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 9–10.30pm £7

Join storyteller Ben Haggarty and musician Sianed Jones for their superb,
energetic and sometimes challenging ‘steam punk’ performance
of Mary Shelley’s enduring myth of modern anxieties about
progress.  This is real storytelling –The Guardian.

Saturday 2 October

Chris Monks
Directing Workshop
Education Room, Treasure House 10am–1pm £10

Chris Monks is the new artistic director at the Stephen Joseph Theatre,
Scarborough.  Join him for a master-class in directing that will explore the first
stages of bringing a script to life – a great opportunity for aspiring playwrights,
directors and actors to learn more about the relationship between page and stage.

Chris Monks
In Conversation
Education Room, Treasure House 2–2.45pm FREE

A chance to hear Chris Monk’s talk about his experience of taking over the
Stephen Joseph Theatre and his vision for its future. 
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William Philpott
Bloody Victory: The Battle of the Somme 
Toll Gavel Methodist Church   5pm £5

1 July, 1916: the hot hellish first day of the Battle of Somme has dominated 
our perception of the First World War for nearly a century.
William Philpott’s powerful new account argues that our view 
has been obscured by this myth of tragedy, and that we need 
to see the Somme as contemporaries saw it: as a necessary stage 
in an intensive and brutal war of attrition. Supremely skilful. . . 
A thoughtful and important book by a first-rate historian –Richard Holmes.

Jim Crace
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 8pm £5

Jim Crace blazes into new territory with a near-future tale of politics and love. Set
in England, 2024, and George Bush’s Texas, 2006, this hypnotic
novel wonders whether a life full of sound and fury signifies more
than a life lived quietly, and asks what it truly means to love, to
believe, and to be courageous.  Jim Crace is the prize-winning
author of nine previous books, including Continent (winner of the
1986 Whitbread First Novel Award and the Guardian Fiction

Prize), Quarantine (winner of the 1998 Whitbread Novel of the Year) and Being
Dead (winner of the 2001 National Book Critics Circle Award). 

COMBINED
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Sunday 3 October

Don Paterson
Art Gallery, Treasure House 12pm £5

Don Paterson will be reading from  Rain, an intimate and candid collection of
poems from one of Britain’s most celebrated poets.  The best
collection of poetry to appear in years –Carol Ann Duffy.

Mr Abel’s Fine Airs – Mr Sterne's 
Fine Writings
Susanne Heinrich (viola da gamba) 
and Patrick Wildgust (reader)
Art Gallery, Treasure House 2pm £5

This unique combination of Laurence Sterne’s Tristram Shandy and the viola da
gamba music of 18th century composer, Carl Friedrich Abel, will
take you to the heart of that most enigmatic and shifting of terms,
‘sensibility’.  Centred on the story of ‘Le Fever’ from Tristram
Shandy, Abel’s music will be selected and performed in a way
appropriate to the unique mood of the occasion.  

As a contemporary obituary writer observed, ‘The death of Abel
occasions a great loss to the musical world. Sensibility is the prevailing and beautiful
characteristic of his compositions - He was the Sterne of Music - the one wrote and
the other composed to the soul.’ 

In association with The Laurence Sterne Trust at Shandy Hall.

COMBINED
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David Nobbs
Art Gallery, Treasure House 3.30pm £5

David Nobbs’ most famous creation is undoubtedly Reginald Perrin, star of three
novels and three television series. He has also written for some of
the greatest comics and comedy shows including: That Was The
Week, That Was; The Frost Report; and The Two Ronnies.  His
new novel, Obstacles to Young Love, is a story of love, faith and
taxidermy! Probably our finest post-war comic novelist– Jonathan Coe.

Monday 4 October

Make Your Own Book!
Archives and Local Studies Service
Treasure House 10am–4pm £15  

(includes top-quality materials)

Get to grips with the timeless technology of book making. Handmade papers,
cloth cases, sewing text-blocks, consolidating spines – expert conservators at the
ERYC Archives & Local Studies Service will be on hand to guide you through the
process of making your own exquisite notebook.

Tuesday 5 October

Larkin Readers’ Group with Nigel Forde
Education Room, Treasure House 11.30am–1pm FREE

As part of our on-going celebration of Larkin25, join
the poet Nigel Forde for a detailed discussion of
Larkin’s collection, The Less Deceived. To get the most
from this session, read the collection in advance and
come prepared to share your thoughts about it.

COMBINED
DAY 

TICKET  
£10



Wednesday 6 October

Ray French
Creative Writing: Every Picture Tells a Story
Education Room, Treasure House 10am–1pm £10

Delve into the life of family photographs in this innovative ‘life-writing’ workshop
that’ll get you remembering the lives and stories behind those images that always
pull you up short in the family album. Bring along a photograph.  

Ray French is the author of The Red Jag and other stories, one of the
co-authors of Four Fathers, and two novels published by Vintage,
All This Is Mine and Going Under. One of the very few writers who 
can remember precisely what childhood was really like, how crazy
and intense it really was. Utterly unpretentious, totally engaging 
and very funny – Mark Haddon.  

Thursday 7 October

Robert Edric
Creative Writing: Fiction
Education Room, Treasure House 10.30am–4pm £10

A great chance to spend the day working on your writing with Man Booker-
longlisted author Robert Edric. 

Robert Edric
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 5pm FREE

Hornsea based novelist Robert Edric introduces his latest book Salvage and talks
about the process of creating its fictional view of a future world of
climate chaos. Black, gripping and superbly told – The Times.
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Adrian Tinniswood 
Pirates of Barbary
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 7pm £5

Adrian Tinniswood’s new book Pirates of Barbary is an extraordinary record of the
European renegades and Islamic sea-rovers who terrorised the
Mediterranean and beyond throughout the seventeenth century.
A thrilling book, meticulously researched, and full of gripping
accounts of clashing civilisations and the piratical life.  Adrian’s
book The Verneys was short-listed for the Samuel Johnson Prize
for non-fiction.

Roy Hattersley
David Lloyd George: The Great Outsider
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 8.30pm £5

Roy Hattersley introduces his latest book David Lloyd George: The Great Outsider.
Lloyd George was the great radical of British history – the
rebellious MP who argued for the introduction of the old age
pension and made it happen, along with Britain’s first schemes for
sickness and unemployment benefit. Roy Hattersley’s other books
include, In Search of England, A Yorkshire Boyhood, The Edwardians
and Borrowed Time: The Story of England Between the Wars.  

Friday 8 October

Larkin Readers’ Group with Nigel Forde
Education Room, Treasure House 11.30am–1pm FREE

The second of our sessions celebrating the poetry of Phillip Larkin– join the poet
Nigel Forde for a detailed discussion of Larkin’s collection The Whitsun Weddings.
To get the most from this, read the collection in advance and come prepared to
talk about it.

COMBINED
EVENING
TICKET  

£8
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Michèle Roberts
Creative Writing Workshop
Education Room, Treasure House 2–4.30pm £10 

This is an extraordinary opportunity to hone your fiction writing skills with Man
Booker-shortlisted novelist Michèle Roberts. Full details of this workshop to be
confirmed; information will be available on booking.

Michèle Roberts
Toll Gavel Methodist Church      7pm £5 

Michèle Roberts introduces her new book Mud Stories of Sex and Love. A mistress
walks the streets of London jilted by her lover; a woman returns to the place of her

honeymoon without her husband; another slowly packs up her
mother’s house in the aftermath of death. Michèle Roberts takes
us from 19C Venice to 1970s England and modern-day France in
this brilliant collection of intimate and intense stories. To read a
book by Michèle Roberts is to savour colour, sound, taste, texture and
touch as never before –The Times.

Jackie Kay
Toll Gavel Methodist Church   8.30pm £5

The brilliant Jackie Kay tells the most moving and inspirational of her stories – her
own. ‘Red Dust Road is a book about belonging and beliefs, strangers and family,

biology and destiny. What makes us who we are? My adoption is
a story that has happened to me. I couldn’t make it up.’ (Jackie
Kay). Red Dust Road takes the reader on an unforgettable journey
across continents and time.  Jackie is an acclaimed poet,
playwright, novelist and short-story writer – we’re delighted to
welcome her back to Beverley.

COMBINED
EVENING
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Saturday 9 October

Arleen Ingham
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 12pm FREE

Arleen Ingham’s new book explores the philosophical writings of four female
reformers, Hannah More, Mary Wollstonecraft, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Mary Baker Eddy.  It analyses and illustrates the way in which their arguments
about spirituality helped them advance their case for equality of material rights
between men and women.

Jill McGivering
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 3pm £5

Jill McGivering is a senior BBC broadcaster, specialising in Asia. She’s covered
foreign news for the past 18 years for all the BBC’s main radio and television
news outlets. Her posts as a BBC Correspondent have included Hong Kong,

South Asia and the US State Department. Since being based in
London, she’s travelled on assignments worldwide but most often
to Asia where she covers conflicts and pursues investigative
journalism. Her first novel, The Last Kestrel, is set in Afghanistan.
It draws on many reporting trips to Afghanistan and two periods
of ‘embedment’ with British forces in Helmand Province. 

Diana Souhami
Edith Cavell
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 5pm £5

Whitbread Award-winning biographer Diana Souhami introduces her major
biography of the world-renowned heroine of the First World War,
Edith Cavell. Cavell’s work contributed to the emergence of
British nursing as a profession and a vocation; and her selfless
courage in sacrificing her life to help allied soldiers escape
occupied Belgium has epitomised the spirit of altruism and
bravery ever since.

COMBINED
DAY 

TICKET  
£10
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Polly Toynbee & David Walker
The Verdict: Did Labour Change Britain
Toll Gavel Methodist Church 8pm £5

Did Labour policies worsen the recession? Why did social mobility slow down on
Labour's watch? Has SureStart improved the prospects of
tomorrow’s children? In their new book, Polly Toynbee and
David Walker investigate these questions and more, providing a
telling analysis of Labour’s longest term in office, and a
fascinating account of the role of politics in public life. 

Polly Toynbee is an author and a political and social commentator
for the Guardian. David Walker edits Public and was formerly
chief leader writer of the Independent.  They have co-authored
three books: Unjust Rewards: Exposing Greed and Inequality in
Britain Today and audits of Labour's first and second terms: Did
Things Get Better? and Better or Worse, Did Labour Deliver?

Sunday 10 October

Ben Shephard and Matthew Kelly
Aftermaths of War
Art Gallery, Treasure House 11am £5

The Iraq Inquiry has reminded us that wars have aftermaths.  Ben Shephard’s new
book The Long Road Home tells the epic story of the aftermath of
the Second World War and the repatriation of over fifteen million

people across a devastated Europe.  He’ll be talking with
Matthew Kelly, whose book, Finding Poland, follows in
the footsteps of his ancestors who fled Poland after its
partition by Germany and the Soviet Union in 1939.

Ben Shephard is a leading medical and military
historian and was a producer on the television series 
The World at War and The Nuclear Age. He is the author

of the critically acclaimed book, A War of Nerves: Soldiers and
Psychiatrists 1914-1994.

COMBINED
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£10
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Rachel Hewitt 
Map of a Nation: 
A Biography of the Ordnance Survey
Art Gallery, Treasure House 2pm £5

Rachel Hewitt’s new book Map of a Nation tells the story of the Ordnance Survey
map, the first complete, accurate and affordable map of the British Isles.  It has
since become a much loved institution. The extraordinary history of its
development and popular use has shaped and guided our sense of who we are.
Rachel will be taking us through this great adventure in cartography.

Richard Fortey 
The Hidden Landscape
Art Gallery, Treasure House 3.30pm £5

To celebrate the publication of a new and revised edition of Richard
Fortey’s classic in popular geology, The Hidden Landscape,
Richard will be talking about this wonderfully readable
book and developments in his thinking and in geology
since its first publication in 1993. Richard Fortey has been a
palaeontologist at the Natural History Museum and, since 1997,
a member of the Royal Society. 

COMBINED
DAY 

TICKET  
£10
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book tickets
By Phone
Call the Booking Line on (01482) 392699
Open Mon – Fri, 9am – 4.45pm

In Person 
Tickets can be bought over the counter (except for workshops) at 
The Tourist Information Centre, 34 Butchers Row, Beverley, HU17 0AB

By Post
Send details of the events you wish to attend with a cheque to: 

Beverley Literature Festival Box Office, 
Libraries and Information, Council Offices, 
Skirlaugh, East Riding of Yorkshire, HU11 5HN.

Online
Tickets may be purchased online at www.bevlit.org

Unfortunately, we are unable to offer refunds on returned tickets. 
All events last 1 hour unless otherwise stated.

acknowledgements
Volunteers
Without the work of our Festival Friends the Beverley Literature Festival would be
unable to take place – so many, many thank to them for the hundreds of hours they
donate of their time each year. Particular thanks to Carrie Judge for the enthusiasm
and expertise with which she manages the running of the Festival Friends.  If you’d
like to join them, email john.clarke@eastriding.gov.uk.

Funders
East Riding Library Service, and Arts Council England, Yorkshire, who provide
regular funding to Wordquake, the literature development organisation that runs
the Beverley Literature Festival and Bridlington Poetry Festival.

Sponsors and Supporters
Strategy Plus, PanMacmillan, HarperCollins, Penguin, Random House,
Bloomsbury, Little Brown Book Group, Scholastic, Faber & Faber, Transworld
Publishers. 



welcome
Welcome to our biggest Children’s Festival yet, with events ranging from Football
to Fairy Tales and including magical story-telling and puppet events.  There are
also great opportunities for young writers and illustrators to work with the
professionals to develop their talents.  We hope that you enjoy the programme
and join us at the Treasure House to make this the best festival yet.

All age ranges are purely for guidance.  In line with library policy, all children under 8 years
must be accompanied by an adult. Events for younger children are designed to include and
involve adults.

Booking is recommended for all events.  Places are strictly 
limited for workshops. Early booking is advised.

Lara Goodband 
Children's Festival Director

www.bevlit.org
Booking line: (01482) 392699



childrens
programme

Friday 8 October Schools Events (closed to the public)

Schools are the natural partners of the festival and we’re keen to help them as
they develop the next generation of writers, thinkers and artists.  If your school
would like to be involved in the festival in the future, please get in touch.  This
year we’re working with the following authors and schools:

Tom Palmer 
Beverley Grammar School

Lauren St John
Beverley Minster C of E Primary School

Penny Dolan
St John of Beverley RC Primary School

Deborah Allwright 
Keldmarsh Primary School 
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Saturday 9 October

Tom Palmer
The Football Reading Game
Children’s Library, Treasure House 10.30–11.30am £2 (Families)

Join Tom Palmer, author of Puffin's Foul Play and Football Academy
series, for a game of two halves. First, a quiz about football.
Second, a penalty shoot out. 

Kate Boddy 
Fairytale Drama Workshop
Education Room, Treasure House   10.30–11.30am £2 (Age 4-11)

Bring your own magical prop or costume to create a new
fairytale using words and actions. 

Deborah Allwright 
Stories & Drawing
Children’s Library, Treasure House 11.45am–12.30pm £2 (Age 2 +)

Join Deborah Allwright, award-winning illustrator, for a fun session of drawing
activities and stories based around her new book Martha, No!, the story of a
naughty little girl determined to send her nanny through the roof. 

C2
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Lauren St John 
Meet the Author
Education Room, Treasure House 12–1 pm £2 (Age 7+)

Meet the author of the White Giraffe series as she talks about her African
childhood and the animals that inspire her eco-adventure stories.Lauren St John
will also introduce Dead Man's Cove, in which orphaned Laura Marlin, who
dreams of becoming a detective, moves to St Ives to live with her long-lost uncle. 

Steve Hartley
Danny Baker Record Breaker
Education Room, Treasure House 1.30–2.30 pm £2 (Age 7+)

Join author of the hilarious Danny Baker Record Breaker series for a screamingly
funny event as he talks about his latest books The World’s Stickiest Earwax and The
World’s Loudest Armpit Fart.

Animated Objects Theatre Company
Peter and The Wolf
Children’s Library, Treasure House   2.45–3.30 pm £3 (Families)

This new adaptation of Peter and his encounters with forest creatures has it all:
friendship, danger, adventure, heroic action and a twist in the tale. Featuring
beautiful wooden puppets and surprising pop-up scenery.

C3
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Sunday 10 October

Helen Stephens
Illustration Workshop
Children’s Library, Treasure House 10.30am–12pm £2 (Age 7-11)

Join one of our best-loved illustrators as she creates characters in front of your
eyes and then have a go at drawing your own.

Maria Pavledis  
Art Workshops
Education Room, Treasure House   10.30am–12pm £2 (Age 4-7)

2–3.30pm £2 (Age 8-11)

Create your own shape-shifting puppet using recycled materials to illustrate and
perform the classic Welsh fairytale, Ceridwen and Gwion. Maria Pavledis is an
artist inspired by fairytales and has exhibited widely throughout England.
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Ceci Jenkinson  
Become a Spy!
Art Gallery, Treasure House 12.30–1.30 pm £2 (Age 7 +)

Have a go at being a spy, just like Oli does in Ceci Jenkinson’s latest book Doctor
Doom from the Oli & Skipjack’s Tales of Trouble series. Hear Ceci talk about her books,
build a periscope, have a go with a trip-wire and be part of an identity parade.

Gillian Rogerson  
You Can’t Eat a Princess
Children’s Library, Treasure House 1–2pm £2 (Age 2+)

It's Princess Spaghetti's birthday but King Cupcake has been kidnapped by
aliens! Join author Gillian Rogerson as she reads from her latest book and talks
about her work.

Objects Dart 
Shadow Tails
Children’s Library, Treasure House   2.45–3.45 pm £3 (Families)

Drew Colby uses hand shadow puppetry to tell stories. You will
see tales of Anansi, the trickster spider-man from Africa, fables of
Aesop, Just So Stories by Rudyard Kipling and fairytales from
Brothers Grimm.
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